Knowsley
School Library Service
A unique resource and advice service
for Knowsley and neighbouring
authority service

Ask Knowsley

Quality
Service
Value

The benefits of subscribing
to Knowsley School Library Service
At Knowsley School Library Service our aim is to provide a
high quality service by:
• Providing up-to-date learning resources to support the curriculum
• Offering help and advice to schools on the organisation and management of their own
resources and libraries
• Promoting books and reading in partnership with schools and national initiatives

How you benefit
• Access to a wide range of resources
• A ‘one-stop-shop’ for all your resources
• A dedicated delivery and collection service
• Professional staff offering advice and selecting
appropriate resources
• Resources for all ages from nursery to secondary and all
abilities including special educational needs

School Library Service is also
Cost effective - Quality resources available whenever you need them
Time saving - Selecting, acquiring, organising and delivering resources is our business
Flexible - The service offered is designed to meet schools’ individual needs

Resource loan
service
At Knowsley School Library Service, we are committed
to providing a high quality resource loan service
which responds to the curriculum and supports
reading for pleasure.
Project loan boxes
Contain a carefully selected collection of resources
linked to specific topic areas. They are tailored to
your specific requirements and are differentiated
to allow for pupils’ varying ages and abilities.
The boxes include books and related audio
visual resources where applicable.

Fiction loan boxes
Contain a selection of mixed genre books from the latest authors to classic favourites,
plus books with CDs where available. The books are carefully selected to suit your
specific needs.

Take your pick
You can choose from the following menu of resources:
• Non-fiction resources to support all curriculum areas
• Early years collections - board books and picture
books
• Class or library fiction loans - from picture books to
adult novels
• Reading sets for class or book club use. Adult titles
are also available for teachers/parents reading
groups

More than
just books
• Author packs
• CDs
• Class reader sets
• Dual language books
• DVDs
• Genre packs
• Guided reading sets
• Plays
• Poetry
• Resource packs - subject related DVDs and teacher notes
• Story Sacks
• Enhancement boxes - subject related artefacts and
objects
• Whiteboard interactive resources
Resource lists are available on request.
Please ring 0151 443 4284 for more details.

“Thank you so much for the WWII Evacuee
suitcase - what a wonderful resource.”
A. MacKay, Kirkby C of E

eBook
lending service
Our eBook lending platform offers new ways to engage
with pupils, students, staff and parents.
With 24/7 access for today’s online world, eBooks are a great way to inspire both children
and adults to explore books in a whole new way. They provide a different approach to
reading at home as well as in school plus, they are a great way to get staff and parents
reading too.
Our eBooks lending service is available to all schools on an annual subscription basis.
Personalised to your individual school, the library lending platform is secure and
protected by Digital Rights Management. The platform works on a consortia model,
which makes it more affordable and cost effective.
The system is easy to use and books can be downloaded instantly to your device.
There are a range of children’s, teen and adult e-Books available including
contemporary fiction and popular authors, full length and abridged classics,
modern classics, non-fiction and Accelerated Reader titles.
You can browse our eBook platform at https://knowsleysls.wheelers.co/

“It is easier than reading an actual
book and I am not put off by the
length of the book.”
Students from Knowsley Park School

“Years 5 and 6 are really enjoying
the eBooks, we are getting
great feedback from parents so
the books are definitely getting
accessed from home.”
K. Hughes, Plantation Primary

Early Years
Support
Exposure to stories can help develop early language and
communication skills whilst enhancing the understanding
of the world in which we live.
Our extensive collection of quality picture books and other
resources for early years ranges from:
• Board books
• Picture books
• Novelty books
• Rhyme time resources
• Story sacks including puppets
• Classic and contemporary tales

“Libraries are a playground for
your imagination.”
A. F. Harold: The Imaginary

Story Sessions in School
We offer a variety of themed story sessions in school settings
tailored to individual requirements. The content of the sessions differ,
and wherever possible puppets and other props are used to help
underpin meaning. All stories, either old or new, are appropriate for
the younger targeted audience and are always great fun.

“Thank you very much for the wonderful reading
events…all children and staff enjoyed listening to
the stories and joining in with the activities.”
Miss S. Curtis, Prescot Primary

Reading for pleasure
and the Reading Quality Mark
Evidence shows that children who read for pleasure
are more likely to do well in school and to have better
life chances.
At Knowsley School Library Service we offer a range of
services to inspire children to develop a love of reading and
to support schools who are working towards the Reading
Quality Mark:
• Author events in schools to encourage children to read
more widely.
• Resources to promote reading for pleasure
• Use of new technologies (eBooks) available to use in
school and at home
• Chatterbooks reading groups in schools
• Training courses to help develop staff confidence and knowledge of children’s books.
• Advice on planning and developing library spaces
• School library re-organisation and audit
• Resources to support staff reading groups
• Book purchasing and supply services
• School Library Award accreditation

“Excellent training. Left feeling very confident in running the
Chatterbooks sessions.”
Rachel Sale, Eastcroft Park Primary.

Activities in
schools
Chatterbooks
A flexible, six week extended school activity to encourage reading for pleasure. Ideal for
small groups of up to 20 children in Key Stage 2. The sessions include fun and creative
activities, plus lots of lovely books to choose from.

Author visits
These are planned to coincide with World Book Day in March and
National Poetry Day in October. A chance for classes to meet a
contemporary author, poet, illustrator or storyteller to help inspire
pupils to read and write.
Author Kate Pankhurst

Read to Achieve
Tailored sessions to support special projects in your school. This class
activity supports literacy and inspires children’s reading and writing.
Author Tracey Corderoy

Story sessions
Stories are specially selected to suite different year groups and themes to complement the
curriculum. Be transported by lively re-telling of tales from Maori legends to multi-cultural
ghost stories and more...

“Emily Hennessey was fabulous. Our theme
was a picture paints a thousand words and
her stories certainly painted pictures for our
children.”
Debbie McConlough, Hope Primary
Storyteller Emily Hennessey

Local history workshops
Using photographs, maps and other materials from the local
archive, children can discover what their local area was like
in the past. Looking at themes such as transport, housing,
entertainment, lifestyles and family history, the sessions are
delivered using a mix of interactive activities.

Activities in the
Public Library
Class visits
Our class visits aim to promote reading for pleasure
and encourage library membership. During a class
visit the children will be shown various resources
including children’s fiction, non-fiction, DVDs, and
books on CD. The children will learn how to use the
library and receive information to take home about all
the library has to offer.

“A lot of children have joined the library today or have taken out
a number of books. They were able to find authors and enjoyed
sitting down and reading. Thank you for an excellent session.”
Year 3 Teacher, St. Andrew’s Primary School

Local History Talks
Local and family history sessions tailored to Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 are available
by class visit to your local Knowsley library. Local history sessions focus on the changing
face of your school’s locality. Family history sessions give pupils an understanding of
basic genealogical research.

Additional activities
There are reading challenges for the whole family,
writing competitions, after school activities and
school holiday activities too. Some libraries also
run Arts Award activities via group sessions or
self-led packs.
All our activities have been approved by the
Children’s University as validated learning activities.
All sessions are free of charge for schools and
children. No Service Level Agreement is required
for schools to use public library facilities.
For more information on any of these activities or to
book class visits please call 0151 443 5001.

Professional
support and advice
From time to time schools need additional support and
advice from specialist services. At Knowsley School
Library Service our professional librarians can offer a wide
range of consultancy services including the following:
• Library policy and development planning
• Library planning and design
• Classification and editing of stock
• Stock purchase and book supply
• Pre and post Ofsted advice
• Advice on resource selection and reading events
• Staff meetings to raise awareness of initiatives
and resources
• Training courses for school staff on developing
reading for pleasure strategies and information
literacy
• Attendance at INSET to promote SLS resources
• Termly newsletter and E-mail updates
• School Library Awards
• Telephone advice and support
We offer excellent value for money for all our
services to schools. Some of the above services
will be included in your service level agreement.
Please contact us for further details and charges
for additional services where applicable.

“Really enjoyed the whole day. Lots of
brilliant ideas.”
C. Carroll, Northwood Community Primary

Ordering
and delivery
Ordering Resources
Loan request forms are sent to
schools towards the end of each
term and can also be accessed
electronically via our website.
Forms can be returned via the School Library Service
van or via our website.

Delivery and Collection
Our van will deliver your loans direct to your school during the first two
weeks of each term. You will be notified of your designated delivery days by e-mail two
days in advance.
Loans will be collected during the last two weeks of each term. You will be notified of your
collection dates by post and again by e-mail, two days in advance.

Contact us
By phone:

0151 443 2679
for ordering, delivery and other project loan enquiries
0151 443 4285
for Service Level Agreement enquiries

By post:

Knowsley School Library Service
Huyton Library
Civic Way
Huyton
Knowsley
L36 9GD

By email:

pauline.threlfall@knowsley.gov.uk

Take a look at our website at:
www.knowsleysls.co.uk
Follow us on Twitter:
@knowsley_sls
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